
Summer Reading for New 4th Graders 
 

Choose one book from this list and complete the book report form included in this packet. Remember that a 

summary includes the characters, the setting, the problem (situation), and how the problem was resolved. Do 

not include all the details of what happened. 

 

Jack: The True Story of Jack and the Beanstalk by Liesl Shurtliff 

All his life, Jack has longed for an adventure, so when giants turn up in the neighbor's cabbage 

patch, he is thrilled! Soon Jack is chasing them to a land beyond the clouds, with his little sister, 

Annabella, in tow. The kingdom of giants is full of super-sized fun: puddings to swim in, spoons 

to use as catapults, monster toads to carry off pesky little sisters. But Jack and Annabella are on a 

mission. The king of the giants has taken something that belongs to them, and they’ll do 

anything—even dive into a smelly tureen of green bean soup—to get it back. 

 

Frindle by Andrew Clements 

From bestselling and award-winning author Andrew Clements, a quirky, imaginative tale about 

creative thought and the power of words that will have readers inventing their own words. Is 

Nick Allen a troublemaker? He really just likes to liven things up at school -- and he's always 

had plenty of great ideas. When Nick learns some interesting information about how words are 

created, suddenly he's got the inspiration for his best plan ever...the frindle. Who says a pen has 

to be called a pen? Why not call it a frindle? Things begin innocently enough as Nick gets his 

friends to use the new word. Then other people in town start saying frindle. Soon the school is 

in an uproar, and Nick has become a local hero. His teacher wants Nick to put an end to all this nonsense, but 

the funny thing is frindle doesn't belong to Nick anymore. The new word is spreading across the country, and 

there's nothing Nick can do to stop it. 

 

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate 

Having spent twenty-seven years behind the glass walls of his enclosure in a shopping mall, 

Ivan has grown accustomed to humans watching him. He hardly ever thinks about his life in the 

jungle. Instead, Ivan occupies himself with television, his friends Stella and Bob, and painting. 

But when he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from the wild, he is forced to see their home, 

and his art, through new eyes. 

 

Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo  

One summer’s day, ten-year-old India Opal Buloni goes down to the local supermarket for 

some groceries – and comes home with a dog. But Winn-Dixie is no ordinary dog. It’s 

because of Winn-Dixie that Opal begins to make friends. And it’s because of Winn-Dixie that 

she finally dares to ask her father about her mother, who left when Opal was three. In fact, as 

Opal admits, just about everything that happens that summer is because of Winn-Dixie. 

 

Wish by Barbara O'Connor  

“A story about a girl who, with the help of the dog of her dreams, discovers that family doesn't 

always have to be related--they are simply people who love you for who you are." 

 

Eleven-year-old Charlie Reese has been making the same secret wish every day since fourth 

grade. She even has a list of all the ways there are to make the wish, such as cutting off the 

pointed end of a slice of pie and wishing on it as she takes the last bite. But when she is sent to 

the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina to live with family she barely knows, it seems 

unlikely that her wish will ever come true. That is until she meets Wishbone, a skinny stray dog who captures 

her heart, and Howard, a neighbor boy who proves surprising in lots of ways.  

 


