
Dear Eighth Grade Class of 2026, 

 

Your summer Reading assignment is to read two books.  One book I have chosen for you, 

but the second one you may choose from the list included.  This will be your first 8th grade 

assignment.  It is due in school on the first full day of school. 

 

Please read the following book and complete the work. 

 
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 
This story was written by a teenager about teenagers. It is told in a first-person narration 
style, with the narrator being a 14-year-old boy.  

 

Writing and Reading Assignment:  Read the first 6 chapters of the book and define the 

terms for those six chapters on loose leaf.  Define the vocabulary terms on loose leaf.  

Please skip a line between each term.  Bring your book to school the first day in 

September.  We will discuss those chapters and check the vocabulary definitions.  

Hopefully, we will be ready to continue reading the book.  Please don’t watch the movie.  

We will watch it in school after we finish the book. 

 

Hopefully, you will be reading all summer.  Read at least one other book from the list on 

the attached paper.  Be prepared to write a short summary of this book IN SCHOOL 

during the first full week of school.   

 

We will also be reading Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls when you finish The 

Outsiders.  You will need WTRFG for the first week of November 

 

Have a great summer! 

 

 

Mrs. Blackwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Outsiders Vocabulary 1-2 

 

Content  rarely  Loned  asset 

 

Slouched madras  Cowlick  Quivering 

 

Complicated Sarcasm  Incredulous nonchalantly 
 
 
The Outsiders Vocabulary  3-4 

 

 

Sophisticated Elite  Resignedly Unceasingly 

 

Bootlegging  Apprehensive  Contemptuously 

 

Winced   Bewildering   Premonition 
 
 
The Outsiders Vocabulary --5 and 6 

 
Groggy  Reluctantly Imploringly Sullenly 

 

Eluded  Vital   Indignant gorged 

 

Conviction inhalation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Good Shepherd Catholic School 

Eighth Grade Summer Reading List 
 
Read the first 6 chapters of The Outsiders and one other book from this list 

during the summer. 

***The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton—must read first 6 chapters during the summer 

 

As Brave as You by Jason Reynolds 

Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick 

Ghost (Track #1) by Jason Reynolds 

Lawnboy by Gary Paulsen 

A Long Walk to Water:  Based on a True Story by Linda Sue Park 

A Night Divided by Jennifer A. Nielsen 

Okay for Now by Gary D. Schmidt 

Rose Under Fire by Elizabeth Wein 

Terror at Bottle Creek by Watt Key 

The Big Field by Mike Lupica 

Theodore Boone:  Kid Lawyer by John Grisham 

The Worst Class Trip Ever by Dave Barry 

 

 
**This book is needed for the 8th grade year.  We are going to read it as a class.   

**Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 

 

You need Where the Red Fern Grows for the Monday of the first full week of 

November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


